COACH HOUSE

BRASSINGTON

FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT
JENNIFER & CHRIS GREENLEAVES

Coach House

Brassington

Fire Risk Assessment.

1. People at Risk

a. The Owners who undertake maintenance and up-keep. They will use flammable and combustible materials on rare occasions but these are not left on the premises whilst the cottage is occupied by guests.

b. Paying guests, including children. Guests may have restricted mobility. Mobility limitations are discussed before reservation and opportunities for reasonable adjustment explored.

2. Fire Risk

a. Combustibles / Flammables.

i. The fabric of the building is limestone, negligible combustibility.

ii. The roof supports are timber.

iii. The stairway and balustrade are timber.

iv. Curtains in all rooms except bathroom.

v. The kitchen fittings are wood.

vi. The bedroom fittings are wood with some chip-board.

vii. Bedding is fire retardant.

viii. The bathroom fittings are ceramic (toilet and wash-basin), GRP (bath), plastic (shower screen)

ix. Carpeting in all areas except bathroom and kitchen is short-pile, believed to be fire retardant.

x. A supply of logs for the log-burning stove is held in a brick bunker next to the log-burner.

xi. First floor furniture is timber or chipboard.

xii. Upholstery is fire retardant.

xiii. There are no town gas, natural gas or LPG systems.

xiv. Standard size aerosols (presumed to contain low-boiling hydrocarbon propellant) as air-fresheners are located in the bathroom and on the stairway, away from direct sunlight.

xv. Similar aerosols are used when cleaning, for the duration of the cleaning only.

xvi. Agents containing flammable solvents needed occasionally e.g. for maintenance.

b. Ignition sources.

i. Electrical installation. 

ii. Electric storage heaters.

iii. Portable electrical appliances in all rooms.

iv. Oven, hob, portable cooking appliances i.e. microwave oven, toaster, “George Foreman” grill.

v. Log-burning stove.

3. Control Measures.

i. The electrical installation is understood to be to British Standard.

ii. Storage heaters are installed to manufacturers specification. The supply to each is protected for electrical overload.

iii. The cooker and related equipment are to a good standard and inspected/maintained at each change of occupancy.

iv. Portable electrical appliances are checked annually for earth continuity, earth leakage and visual inspection.

v. The log burning stove is manufactured by a top British company and of a design which makes the emission of embers etc. virtually impossible whilst the door is closed. The operating instructions, kept available for guests, stipulate that the door is to be closed whilst the stove is in normal use.

vi. Agents containing flammable solvents, e.g. for maintenance, are removed from the cottage after use.

vii. There is a fire blanket in the kitchen.

viii. There is a smoke detector over the stairwell which is tested by the owner at each change of occupancy.

ix. A fire escape plan is written and left prominently visible for guests’ attention on arrival. (See appendix).

x. This risk assessment is scheduled for annual review.

xi. An arrangement is in place with our neighbours whereby they will telephone the owners in the event of any observations giving rise to concern.

4. Statement of residual risk.

It is the owners’ assessment that:

· All combustible and flammable materials have been identified.

· All ignitions sources have been identified.

· Satisfactory control measures are implemented and maintained.

· Whilst structural integrity would eventually be compromised in the event of a prolonged fire, control measures, escape routes and warnings are such that the risks to personal safety are minimal.

· For these reasons and subject to up-keep of the control measures, the residual risk is deemed to be acceptable.
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Appendix

Coach House

Brassington

Fire Escape Plan

There are two escape routes from the cottage:

The front door from the kitchen

The side door from the lounge to the external stairway

Please make yourself familiar with each of these.

Whenever you are inside, and especially when people are sleeping, unlock each of the two spline-locks on the upstairs door and leave the key in the mortise lock ready for use – have a little practice when you arrive.

If you do close the bolt on the front door – make sure everyone has a little practice at opening it.

We test the smoke alarm just before the arrival of our guests, but you may want to do a test yourself so that you know what it sounds like.

After evacuating, please call 999 from the phone box in Church Street

Hope you don’t need this for real!!

Enjoy your stay

Jenny & Chris

